The Betrothed

| saw what were two women standing before the Lord. These were both “betrothed” to the Lord. One had been
betrothed to Him for many years. The other seemingly not even yet. As | watched | saw the Lord speaking to the one
He had known for many years and was begging, pleading with her to come to Him and receive of Him. | saw she was
well cared for, had a house and land and many things... but I saw as she said she has so much to do and was at times
angry with the Lord for not seeming to do more for her... yet... at the same time... would not allow Him to do anything
for her as when He would try... she would get upset and more angry with Him because she did not like His actions. The
Lord kept begging. This one He had known... became as | saw... not very attractive, but the Lord still had the same love.
But she kept getting worse and worse and kept treating the Lord with more disdain and mistrust all the while “running
everything” and not allowing Jesus to put his hand on anything to help. I cannot convey the amount of patience and
pleading I saw Him give... but the more He would the more she resisted and became worse... | could see He used to kiss
her... now when He tried... she either saw it coming and would hurry to involve herself in a “project” to dodge the kiss
or if He was able to Kiss her... she did not return it... just cold limped lips. Just let Him kiss what were like dead lips and
when He backed off, she went on about the usual... seemingly even hating him for each attempt to kiss her. Then | saw
the Lord lean back as if sad. The second one had nothing, no home, no land and to me was very beautiful... though
seemingly all smudged and dirty... but extremely beautiful. She just stood there as if she was uncomfortable standing
before the King of Kings looking as she did... Then | saw Him offer this Same Love to the second... the second
struggled saying | am not worthy of this, | am all dirty, but what | saw was a heart of the second that wanted that Love
so bad she would do anything to get it. The Lord responded and said... | need one to receive my love... | am not talking
about your “smudges”... there are enough servants and cleansing waters and perfumes in my house to make you clean
and beautiful... what I am asking is will you take my Love”... the second... young and beautiful, but smudged said,
“Dear sweet Lord, of anything | would, | would receive your precious Love”... through some coaxing The Lord finally
got her to see that He needed to give her His Love. And really, she needed it more than anything ever. Then she finally
opened and began to receive it. Then | saw what | have no words to describe... the glory of the Lord came forth upon
her with love that caused me to fall to my knees. And the second received His Love and the first did not even see it
happening. | saw what | have no words to explain... the intensity and the glory and the care and the power. The Lord
said to the second... “Unto thee then shall | pour out my Love because you will receive it, unto thee will | poor out all of
my blessing because you receive me, unto thee will | abide because when | kissed thee ye have kissed me in return,...
unto thee will I come and provide, not in a little... for I am a rich man and | come and shall provide for thee with riches
and honor and my name” | shall give unto thee the riches of my house and the full love that is in my heart”. | heard the
Lord speaking Love phrases you would find in the Song of Songs... they were all the words He had in His heart for a
Bride... and the words He would have covered the first with, but they were all given to the second... because the first did
not want them and had become sour in her heart and thought that she did not have one who cared; that in fact she was
the one who cared and not Him at all, but she did not care as she thought. Her care was in fact done out of anger toward
the Lord, as if to say... “See | do things that show that | care... you do nothing... you have been nothing for me, but only
a little”. I was so shocked at what | was seeing and hearing on both sides. Then | saw the Lord's heart almost as He
seemed to be poured out before the Father as with tears for the first pleading before the Father ( remember He stands
ever interceding for us ) but was doing this on behalf of the first... then it was as though | heard the Father say... “Only
shall you provide her with her basic needs, you shall do this... she has refused your love and has enmity even in her
heart towards you... therefore you shall provide her only with which to survive, because she is still your betrothed she
will not be left without to die, but she shall not receive from your hand the riches”. “The light of your Glory shall not
rest upon her nor shall she receive the knowledge of your love. Let her be. The Lord did not have a choice... he just let
her be and was given, or had made arrangements so that her basic needs were met... but all the time I saw her struggle
and struggle always insisting and grumbling she had to do everything for herself and take care of herself. Then the Lord
turned to the second and an order was given and it was as if all heaven heard the voice from the Lord. He proclaimed
His love and His joy toward the second and commanded that nothing be withheld from her... that she was to be taken in
and her “smudges cleaned” and then | saw riches beyond belief as the Lord then said... “You shall not toil at all, you
shall not put your hand to work as the former... you shall take in my Love and my Life and I shall bestow upon you my
Light and my Glory and you shall know the riches | have for thee... but know this... you shall never toil again... you
shall not work... you shall but be with me, by my side... as | shall perform it all. It is in my hand to do and to perform
and it is my joy to take care of my betrothed and you need not care, for | shall care... and | saw riches beyond belief
given her, but more than anything | saw the Love of God upon her which was all her care. Her care was not for the
riches but she was purely raptured up in the Love of Christ upon her and stayed in that content... as He rose up and
ordered all the work to be done for He was a rich man and had a multitude of servants to take care of everything... she
had no need of anything to do but to receive His love and all He wanted was to receive it back. Then | heard a small
voice say to me... “What is this to you that you see”. And | said... “The former is the church... those that have said they
know the Lord, yet will not receive in this time the Love that He is trying to give her.” And the voice said... “And what
of the second?” and | said “This is also one who has known the Lord but has become smudged by the world, without
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house and land and truly is of a broken heart from hurt and from feeling “smudged” before the Lord. She is hurt and
without and only cries out for Love... this is also of ones not yet betrothed but who shall hear the offer of this Love in
this time and shall receive it and the glory upon her and the riches of the house”. And the voice said, “Thou hast seen
truly and right”. As | said, | could only see the Love from Christ that was opening up and the glory that would rest upon
the second and no words can | find to describe it or even the magnitude of what | saw the Lord stand up and purpose in
His heart to do for the second, all the things the first had refused because of her blindness and her anger toward the
Lord... He had not been what she had wanted Him to be..., but she would not take the time to find out what He really
was. To the second will be given all that the Lord pleaded to give to the first... and the first shall be looked after, but
only in a sense of minimal care as she resisted anything really beyond that... and even thought that the care she did
receive was because of the work of her own hands and not that it was from him at all... so she stayed bitter but
“maintained”. The second received the fullness of the Lord and the Glory of Him rested upon her and she was not made
to toil at all. This is a picture, a scene of what is happening this very moment. The Lord is pleading with the former...
she is resisting in bitterness and the Lord is turning His eyes to the one who receives His love and is returning His
kisses to Him when He kisses her. | can only plead and feel the same pleading in my own heart for the church to get
hold of this and stop and look, because this is a very, very serious thing to miss what is being held out to us by the Lord.
He will not go any longer without one to receive His love... He will not go any longer to be without one who will Love
Him in return. Eventually the former will see this Love being given to another and will react in all kinds of ways... from
repentance to change as into one like the second to one of a murderous spirit. | ask any and all to take this to heart; what
has been written here and | would wish to hear responses to this message from as many as | can. | want to know how
this has hit you. How this is effecting you and if you are praying with me for both of these.

Mark Wattenford
ilbcnu@writeme.com
ilbcnu@hotmail.com

My home page
http://www.jps.net/ilbcnu/ilbcnu.htm
FireFighters For Christ
http://www.jps.net/ilbcnu/ffc.htm




