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20-D     The Rapture
Lecture Notes

1. Handouts
2. Questions / Discussion
3. Rapture Handout
4. Origin of Word: harpazo  =  catch up, take by force, catch away, seize, pluck

In Vulgate: rapere = same meaning (rape, enraptured)
5. 1TH 4:15  For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain 

until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 16 For the Lord 
Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the 
trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive and remain 
shall be caught up (harpazo) together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And 
thus we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words.

6. Eschatology = The study of end-times events, leading up to and including the return of the 
LORD, and the events that follow.

7. Theologies:

Amillenialism Historical
Premillenialism Pre-Trib

Mid-Trib
Pre-Wrath
Post-Trib

Postmillenialism

8. MY original beliefs
9. Early Church Fathers
10. One Fallacy --- The church is NOT Israel
11. Another Fallacy --- The tribulation is God’s Wrath
12. Tribulation vs. the Great Tribulation
13. Antichrist = ‘instead of’ Christ
14. Final Confrontation between Christ and Satan – the culmination of all ages
15. The Feasts and the Rapture
16. Feast of Trumpets
17. Feast of Tabernacles
18. MAT 17:1  Now after six days Jesus took Peter, James, and John his brother, led them up on a 

high mountain by themselves; 2 and He was transfigured before them. His face shone like the 
sun, and His clothes became as white as the light. 3 And behold, Moses and Elijah appeared to 
them, talking with Him. 4 Then Peter answered and said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be 
here; if You wish, let us make here three tabernacles: one for You, one for Moses, and one for 
Elijah.” 5 While he was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them; and suddenly 
a voice came out of the cloud, saying, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. 
Hear Him!” 6 And when the disciples heard it, they fell on their faces and were greatly afraid. 7 
But Jesus came and touched them and said, “Arise, and do not be afraid.” 8 When they had 
lifted up their eyes, they saw no one but Jesus only.

19. Rapture Dream Handout
20. Ones is Taken and one is left:

LUK 17:34  “I tell you, in that night there will be two men in one bed: the one will be taken and 
the other will be left. 35 “Two women will be grinding together: the one will be taken and the 
other left. 36 “Two men will be in the field: the one will be taken and the other left.” 37 And 
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they answered and said to Him, “Where, Lord?” So He said to them, “Wherever the body is, 
there the eagles (vultures) will be gathered together.”
MAT 13:24  Another parable He put forth to them, saying: “The kingdom of heaven is like a 
man who sowed good seed in his field; 25 “but while men slept, his enemy came and sowed 
tares among the wheat and went his way. 26 “But when the grain had sprouted and produced a 
crop, then the tares also appeared. 27 “So the servants of the owner came and said to him, ‘Sir, 
did you not sow good seed in your field? How then does it have tares?’ 28 “He said to them, 
‘An enemy has done this.’ The servants said to him, ‘Do you want us then to go and gather them 
up?’ 29 “But he said, ‘No, lest while you gather up the tares you also uproot the wheat with 
them. 30 ‘Let both grow together until the harvest, and at the time of harvest I will say to the 
reapers, “First gather together the tares and bind them in bundles to burn them, but gather the 
wheat into my barn.” ’ ” 

37 He answered and said to them: “He who sows the good seed is the Son of Man. 38 “The 
field is the world, the good seeds are the sons of the kingdom, but the tares are the sons of the 
wicked one. 39 “The enemy who sowed them is the devil, the harvest is the end of the age, and 
the reapers are the angels. 40 “Therefore as the tares are gathered and burned in the fire, so it 
will be at the end of this age. 41 “The Son of Man will send out His angels, and they will gather 
out of His kingdom all things that offend, and those who practice lawlessness, 42 “and will cast 
them into the furnace of fire. There will be wailing and gnashing of teeth. 43 “Then the 
righteous will shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears to hear, let 
him hear!
PSA 1
PSA 91
LUK 21:25  “And there will be signs in the sun, in the moon, and in the stars; and on the earth 
distress of nations, with perplexity, the sea and the waves roaring; 26 “men’s hearts failing them 
from fear and the expectation of those things which are coming on the earth, for the powers of 
heaven will be shaken. 27 “Then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power 
and great glory. 28 “Now when these things begin to happen, look up and lift up your heads, 
because your redemption draws near.”
REV 16:14  For they are spirits of demons, performing signs, which go out to the kings of the 
earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty. 15 
“Behold, I am coming as a thief. Blessed is he who watches, and keeps his garments, lest he 
walk naked and they see his shame.” 16 And they gathered them together to the place called in 
Hebrew, Armageddon.
1TH 5:2  For you yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so comes as a thief in the 
night. 3 For when they say, “Peace and safety!” then sudden destruction comes upon them, as 
labor pains upon a pregnant woman. And they shall not escape. 4 But you, brethren, are not in 
darkness, so that this Day should overtake you as a thief.
REV 19:1  After these things I heard a loud voice of a great multitude in heaven, saying, 
“Alleluia! Salvation and glory and honor and power belong to the Lord our God! 2 “For true and 
righteous are His judgments, because He has judged the great harlot who corrupted the earth 
with her fornication; and He has avenged on her the blood of His servants shed by her.” 3 Again 
they said, “Alleluia! Her smoke rises up forever and ever!” 4 And the twenty-four elders and the 
four living creatures fell down and worshiped God who sat on the throne, saying, “Amen! 
Alleluia!” 5 Then a voice came from the throne, saying, “Praise our God, all you His servants 
and those who fear Him, both small and great!” 6 And I heard, as it were, the voice of a great 
multitude, as the sound of many waters and as the sound of mighty thunderings, saying, 
“Alleluia! For the Lord God Omnipotent reigns! 7 “Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him 
glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and His wife has made herself ready.” 8 And to 
her it was granted to be arrayed in fine linen, clean and bright, for the fine linen is the righteous 
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acts of the saints. 9 Then he said to me, “Write: ‘Blessed are those who are called to the 
marriage supper of the Lamb!’ ” And he said to me, “These are the true sayings of God.” 10 
And I fell at his feet to worship him. But he said to me, “See that you do not do that! I am your 
fellow servant, and of your brethren who have the testimony of Jesus. Worship God! For the 
testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.” 11 Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white 
horse. And He who sat on him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and 
makes war. 12 His eyes were like a flame of fire, and on His head were many crowns. He had a 
name written that no one knew except Himself. 13 He was clothed with a robe dipped in blood, 
and His name is called The Word of God. 14 And the armies in heaven, clothed in fine linen, 
white and clean, followed Him on white horses. 15 Now out of His mouth goes a sharp sword, 
that with it He should strike the nations. And He Himself will rule them with a rod of iron. He 
Himself treads the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. 16 And He has on 
His robe and on His thigh a name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS. 17 Then 
I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried with a loud voice, saying to all the birds that fly 
in the midst of heaven, “Come and gather together for the supper of the great God, 18 “that you 
may eat the flesh of kings, the flesh of captains, the flesh of mighty men, the flesh of horses and 
of those who sit on them, and the flesh of all people, free and slave, both small and great.” 19 
And I saw the beast, the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered together to make war
against Him who sat on the horse and against His army. 20 Then the beast was captured, and 
with him the false prophet who worked signs in his presence, by which he deceived those who 
received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his image. These two were cast alive 
into the lake of fire burning with brimstone. 21 And the rest were killed with the sword which 
proceeded from the mouth of Him who sat on the horse. And all the birds were filled with 
their flesh.
PRO 11:8  The righteous is delivered from trouble, And it comes to the wicked instead.
Noah’s Flood

21. See Handout:  The Myth of the Pre-Tribulation Rapture
22. The Last Day, the 3rd Day, The LORD’s Day, The Day of the LORD, after 6 days, etc.

PSA 90:1  Lord, You have been our dwelling place in all generations. 2 Before the mountains 
were brought forth,  Or ever You had formed the earth and the world, Even from everlasting to 
everlasting, You are God. 3 You turn man to destruction, And say, “Return, O children of men.” 
4 For a thousand years in Your sight Are like yesterday when it is past, And like a watch 
in the night. 5 You carry them away like a flood; They are like a sleep. In the morning they are 
like grass which grows up: 6 In the morning it flourishes and grows up;  In the evening it is cut 
down and withers. 7 For we have been consumed by Your anger, And by Your wrath we are 
terrified.

23. 2PE 3:3  knowing this first: that scoffers will come in the last days, walking according to their 
own lusts,  and saying, “Where is the promise of His coming? For since the fathers fell asleep, 
all things continue as they were from the beginning of creation.” 5 For this they willfully forget: 
that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of water and in the 
water, 6 by which the world that then existed perished, being flooded with water. 7 But the 
heavens and the earth which are now preserved by the same word, are reserved for fire until the 
day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men. 8 But, beloved, do not forget this one thing, 
that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. 9 The 
Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward 
us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance. 10 But the day of 
the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass away with a great 
noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it 
will be burned up. 11 Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of persons 
ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, 12 looking for and hastening the coming of the 
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day of God, because of which the heavens will be dissolved, being on fire, and the elements will 
melt with fervent heat? 13 Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new heavens and 
a new earth in which righteousness dwells. 14 Therefore, beloved, looking forward to these 
things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, without spot and blameless;

24. Days of Week have no names in the Bible
25. JOH 2:1  On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was 

there. 2 Now both Jesus and His disciples were invited to the wedding. 3 And when they ran out 
of wine, the mother of Jesus said to Him, “They have no wine.” 4 Jesus said to her, “Woman, 
what does your concern have to do with Me? My hour has not yet come.” 5 His mother said to 
the servants, “Whatever He says to you, do it.” 6 Now there were set there six waterpots of 
stone, according to the manner of purification of the Jews, containing twenty or thirty gallons 
apiece. 7 Jesus said to them, “Fill the waterpots with water.” And they filled them up to the 
brim. 8 And He said to them, “Draw some out now, and take it to the master of the feast.” And 
they took it. 9 When the master of the feast had tasted the water that was made wine, and did not 
know where it came from (but the servants who had drawn the water knew), the master of the 
feast called the bridegroom. 10 And he said to him, “Every man at the beginning sets out the 
good wine, and when the guests have well drunk, then the inferior. You have kept the good wine 
until now!” 11 This beginning of signs Jesus did in Cana of Galilee, and manifested His glory; 
and His disciples believed in Him.

26. The transfiguration – after 6 days
27. EXO 19:10  Then the Lord said to Moses, “Go to the people and consecrate them today and 

tomorrow, and let them wash their clothes. 11 “And let them be ready for the third day. For on 
the third day the Lord will come down upon Mount Sinai in the sight of all the people. 16 Then 
it came to pass on the third day, in the morning, that there were thunderings and lightnings, 
and a thick cloud on the mountain; and the sound of the trumpet was very loud, so that all the 
people who were in the camp trembled. 17 And Moses brought the people out of the camp to 
meet with God, and they stood at the foot of the mountain. 18 Now Mount Sinai was completely 
in smoke, because the Lord descended upon it in fire. Its smoke ascended like the smoke of a 
furnace, and the whole mountain quaked greatly. 19 And when the blast of the trumpet 
sounded long and became louder and louder, Moses spoke, and God answered him by voice. 20 
Then the Lord came down upon Mount Sinai, on the top of the mountain. And the Lord called 
Moses to the top of the mountain, and Moses went up.

28. Pre-Trib PREPARATION for the Post-Trib rapture
29. PRO 27:12  A prudent man foresees evil and hides himself; The simple pass on and are 

punished.
30. Noah
31. Joseph

Concerning Genesis chapters 41-45, Joseph and the Seven Years of Plenty and Seven Years of Famine
Yemenite Inscriptions About a Famine in the Time of Joseph 
Found 130 years ago in Yemen, at the tip of Saudi Arabia, in a castle referring to seven years of plenty and 
then of a famine.

"We dwelt at ease in this castle a long tract of time;
Nor had we a desire but for the region-lord of the vineyard.
Hundreds of camels returned to us each day at evening,
Their eye pleasant to behold in their resting-places.
And twice the number of our camels were our sheep,
In comeliness like white does, and also the slow moving kine.
We dwelt in this castle seven years of good life
How difficult for memory its description!
Then came years barren and burnt up:
When one evil year had passed away,
Then came another to succeed it.
And we became as though we had never seen a glimpse of good.
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They died and neither foot nor hoof remained.
Thus fares it with him who renders not thanks to God:
His footsteps fail not to be blotted out from his dwelling."

[Rendered in Arabic by Professor Schultens, translated into English by Rev. Charles Forster]
------------------------------------------------------------------------
Archaeologists found a tomb of a wealthy Yemenite Noble-Woman. She had rings of gold and jewels on every 
finger, she had seven necklaces of pearls, was very wealthy, yet she starved to death. Inside her tomb was an 
inscription in marble. Based on the writings it appears to be from about 1800 BC, around the time of the actual 
events of Joseph. 

"In thy name O God, the God of Hamyar.
I Tajah, the daughter of Dzu Shefar, sent my steward to Joseph,
And he delaying to return to me, I sent my hamdmaid
With a measure of silver, to bring me back a measure of flour.
And not being able to procure it, I sent her with a measure of gold:
And finding no profit in them, I am shut up here.
Whosoever may hear of it, let him commiserate me;
And should any woman adorn herself with an ornament
From my ornaments, may she die with no other than my death." 

32. PRO 6:6  Go to the ant, you sluggard! Consider her ways and be wise, 7 Which, having no 
captain, Overseer or ruler, 8 Provides her supplies in the summer, And gathers her food in the 
harvest.

33. PRO 30:24  There are four things which are little on the earth, But they are exceedingly wise: 
25 The ants are a people not strong, Yet they prepare their food in the summer; 26 The rock 
badgers are a feeble folk, Yet they make their homes in the crags; 27 The locusts have no king, 
Yet they all advance in ranks; 28 The spider skillfully grasps with its hands, And it is in kings’ 
palaces. 

34. PRO 22:3  A prudent man foresees evil and hides himself, But the simple pass on and are 
punished.

35.
36. PREPARATION: PRE-TRIB preparation for the Post-Trib Rapture

The PRE-TRIB Doctrine is a LIE designed to cause us NOT to prepare.
37. Spiritual get ALL manner of sin out of your life;

FOCUS all your priorities on GOD and HOLY LIVING
get all FODDER out of your life
stop living like the world
get rid of obligations that don’t matter
focus on FAMILY 
strip down to fighting weight

38. Physical get out of ALL debt
STOP all consumer spending
start SAVING – gold or silver coins (remember the Mark)
store up provisions – food, warm clothes, etc.
GO OVER DETAILS

Ask yourself:  Do you have life insurance, a retirement plan, car insurance, home insurance, a 
savings account, health insurance, etc.?  Why NOT make provision?

39. READ STORY – Are We Poor?
40. REV 3:14  “And to the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write, ‘These things says the 

Amen, the Faithful and True Witness, the Beginning of the creation of God: 15 “I know your 
works, that you are neither cold nor hot. I could wish you were cold or hot. 16 “So then, because 
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you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will vomit you out of My mouth. 17 “Because you 
say, ‘I am rich, have become wealthy, and have need of nothing’—and do not know that you are 
wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked— 18 “I counsel you to buy from Me gold refined in 
the fire, that you may be rich; and white garments, that you may be clothed, that the shame of 
your nakedness may not be revealed; and anoint your eyes with eye salve, that you may see. 19 
“As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten. Therefore be zealous and repent. 20 “Behold, I stand 
at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and 
dine with him, and he with Me. 21 “To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on My 
throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne. 22 “He who has an ear, 
let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” ’ ”

41. ROM 13:11  And do this, understanding the present time. The hour has come for you to wake 
up from your slumber, because our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. 12 The 
night is nearly over; the day is almost here. So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on 
the armor of light. 13 Let us behave decently, as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, 
not in sexual immorality and debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy. 

42. REV 18:1  After this I saw another angel coming down from heaven. He had great authority, 
and the earth was illuminated by his splendor. 2 With a mighty voice he shouted:  “Fallen! 
Fallen is Babylon the Great! She has become a home for demons and a haunt for every evil 
spirit, a haunt for every unclean and detestable bird. 3 For all the nations have drunk the 
maddening wine of her adulteries. The kings of the earth committed adultery with her, and the 
merchants of the earth grew rich from her excessive luxuries.” 4 Then I heard another voice 
from heaven say:  “Come out of her, my people, so that you will not share in her sins, so 
that you will not receive any of her plagues; 5 for her sins are piled up to heaven, and God has 
remembered her crimes. 6 Give back to her as she has given; pay her back double for what she 
has done. Mix her a double portion from her own cup. 

The Battle Hymn of the Republic
Julia Ward Howe

Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord;
He is trampling out the vintage where the grapes of wrath are stored;
He hath loosed the fateful lightning of His terrible swift sword;
His truth is marching on.

Glory! Glory! Hallelujah! 

I have seen Him in the watch fires of a hundred circling camps
They have builded Him an altar in the evening dews and damps;
I can read His righteous sentence by the dim and flaring lamps;
His day is marching on.

Glory! Glory! Hallelujah! 

He has sounded forth the trumpet that shall never call retreat;
He is sifting out the hearts of men before His judgement seat;
Oh, be swift, my soul, to answer Him; be jubilant, my feet;
Our God is marching on.

Glory! Glory! Hallelujah! 
Glory! Glory! Hallelujah! 
Glory! Glory! Hallelujah! 
Our God is marching on. 
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In the beauty of the lilies Christ was born across the sea,
With a glory in His bosom that transfigures you and me;
As He died to make men holy, let us die to make men free;
While God is marching on. 

Glory! Glory! Hallelujah! 
While God is marching on. 

43.
44. The Sabbath Day = 1,000 years
45.


