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THE 12 PASSOVER REFERENCES

There are exactly 12 references in the Gospels which specifically use the word Passover (Greek: pascha). This word
‘pascha’ is used 12 times and shows beyond a shadow of a doubt that Jesus and his twelve disciples prepared for and did in fact eat
a legal Passover meal (see MAT 26:2; 17-19; MAR 14:12, 14, 16; LUK 22:7-8, 11, 13, 15).

The Passover is mentioned 4 times in reference to the time before the preparation of the Passover that Jesus and his
disciples observed (MAT 26:2; JOH.11:55; 12:1; 13:1).

There are 3 references that mention a preparation for another Passover that was to be observed after Jesus and the twelve
had finished a Passover observance (JOH 18:28, 39; 19:14).

JOH 18:39 uses the word 'pascha’, that clearly shows a reference point in time that is, during a festival day, after Jesus and
the twelve observed the Passover, and before a Passover observance (see MAT 27:15; MAR 15:16; LUK 23:17).

The Jews' Passover

Only the apostle John mentions a Passover as being the Jews' Passover. He mentions this twice prior to the Passover
observance of Jesus and the twelve, and once after (JOH 2:13; 6:4; 11:55).

There are two basic conclusions people normally reach from John's statements about the Jew's Passover: Jesus observed
the correct Passover, and the Jews did not; or, the Jews observed the correct Passover, and Jesus did not.

There is no contesting the fact that Jesus was of the tribe of Judah and the apostles were national Jews, even though some
were descended from other tribes of Israel. Why would John specifically mention the Jews' Passover? The answer to this question
is found in a short history of the Gospel of John. John's Gospel was written to a broad audience some 60 years after the crucifixion
and resurrection of Jesus. It seems that John's statements were to show the nationality and location of those who were observing
this particular Passover and not to differentiate between a right and a wrong Passover observance.

The Jews' Passover in context, seems only to reference those who were observing the Passover and does not define a
specific date of observance, because Jerusalem was the only place that a Passover could legally be observed by an Israelite.

PASSOVER REFERENCES

Prior to the Passover: MAT 26:2 MAR 14:1-2 LUK 22:1-2 JOH 11:55; 12:1; 13:1

Preparation for the First Day of Passover: MAT 26:17-19 MAR 14:12 LUK 22:7-9,13

The Eating of the Passover by Jesus and the 12 Disciples: MAT 26:26-28 MAR 14:17, 22-24 LUK 22:14-20, JOH 13:2, 4, 26
The Second Day of Passover: JOH 18:28, 39; 19:14

1. LEV 23:1 The LORD said to Moses, 2 “Speak to the Israelites and say to them: ‘These are my appointed feasts, the
appointed feasts of the LORD, which you are to proclaim as sacred assemblies. 3 ”“There are six days when you may work,
but the seventh day is a Sabbath of rest, a day of sacred assembly. You are not to do any work; wherever you live, it is a
Sabbath to the LORD. 4 "‘These are the LORD’s appointed feasts, the sacred assemblies you are to proclaim at their
appointed times:

Exodus 1:13-14
13 and worked them ruthlessly. 14 They made their lives bitter with hard labor in brick and mortar and with all kinds of work
in the fields; in all their hard labor the Egyptians used them ruthlessly.
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The New International Version

Exodus 3:7

7 The LORD said, “I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. | have heard them crying out because of their slave
drivers, and | am concerned about their suffering.

10. The New International Version
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12. Exodus 12:1-51
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14. 1 The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in Egypt, 2 “This month is to be for you the first month, the first month of your year. 3
Tell the whole community of Israel that on the tenth day of this month each man is to take a lamb for his family, one for each
household. 4 If any household is too small for a whole lamb, they must share one with their nearest neighbor, having taken
into account the number of people there are. You are to determine the amount of lamb needed in accordance with what each
person will eat. 5 The animals you choose must be year-old males without defect, and you may take them from the sheep or
the goats. 6 Take care of them until the fourteenth day of the month, when all the people of the community of Israel must
slaughter them at twilight. 7 Then they are to take some of the blood and put it on the sides and tops of the doorframes of the
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houses where they eat the lambs. 8 That same night they are to eat the meat roasted over the fire, along with bitter herbs, and
bread made without yeast. 9 Do not eat the meat raw or cooked in water, but roast it over the fire—head, legs and inner parts.
10 Do not leave any of it till morning; if some is left till morning, you must burn it. 11 This is how you are to eat it: with your
cloak tucked into your belt, your sandals on your feet and your staff in your hand. Eat it in haste; it is the LORD’s Passover.
12 “On that same night | will pass through Egypt and strike down every firstborn—both men and animals—and | will bring
judgment on all the gods of Egypt. | am the LORD. 13 The blood will be a sign for you on the houses where you are; and
when | see the blood, | will pass over you. No destructive plague will touch you when | strike Egypt.

14 “This is a day you are to commemorate; for the generations to come you shall celebrate it as a festival to the LORD—a
lasting ordinance. 15 For seven days you are to eat bread made without yeast. On the first day remove the yeast from your
houses, for whoever eats anything with yeast in it from the first day through the seventh must be cut off from Israel. 16 On the
first day hold a sacred assembly, and another one on the seventh day. Do no work at all on these days, except to prepare food
for everyone to eat—that is all you may do.

17 “Celebrate the Feast of Unleavened Bread, because it was on this very day that | brought your divisions out of Egypt.
Celebrate this day as a lasting ordinance for the generations to come. 18 In the first month you are to eat bread made without
yeast, from the evening of the fourteenth day until the evening of the twenty-first day. 19 For seven days no yeast is to be
found in your houses. And whoever eats anything with yeast in it must be cut off from the community of Israel, whether he is
an alien or native-born. 20 Eat nothing made with yeast. Wherever you live, you must eat unleavened bread.”

21 Then Moses summoned all the elders of Israel and said to them, “Go at once and select the animals for your families and
slaughter the Passover lamb. 22 Take a bunch of hyssop, dip it into the blood in the basin and put some of the blood on the top
and on both sides of the doorframe. Not one of you shall go out the door of his house until morning. 23 When the LORD goes
through the land to strike down the Egyptians, he will see the blood on the top and sides of the doorframe and will pass over
that doorway, and he will not permit the destroyer to enter your houses and strike you down.

24 “Obey these instructions as a lasting ordinance for you and your descendants. 25 When you enter the land that the LORD
will give you as he promised, observe this ceremony. 26 And when your children ask you, ‘What does this ceremony mean to
you?’ 27 then tell them, ‘It is the Passover sacrifice to the LORD, who passed over the houses of the Israelites in Egypt and
spared our homes when he struck down the Egyptians.”” Then the people bowed down and worshiped. 28 The Israelites did
just what the LORD commanded Moses and Aaron.

29 At midnight the LORD struck down all the firstborn in Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh, who sat on the throne, to the
firstborn of the prisoner, who was in the dungeon, and the firstborn of all the livestock as well. 30 Pharaoh and all his officials
and all the Egyptians got up during the night, and there was loud wailing in Egypt, for there was not a house without someone
dead.

31 During the night Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron and said, “Up! Leave my people, you and the Israelites! Go,
worship the LORD as you have requested. 32 Take your flocks and herds, as you have said, and go. And also bless me.”

33 The Egyptians urged the people to hurry and leave the country. “For otherwise,” they said, “we will all die!” 34 So the
people took their dough before the yeast was added, and carried it on their shoulders in kneading troughs wrapped in clothing.
35 The Israelites did as Moses instructed and asked the Egyptians for articles of silver and gold and for clothing. 36 The
LORD had made the Egyptians favorably disposed toward the people, and they gave them what they asked for; so they
plundered the Egyptians.

37 The Israelites journeyed from Rameses to Succoth. There were about six hundred thousand men on foot, besides women
and children. 38 Many other people went up with them, as well as large droves of livestock, both flocks and herds. 39 With
the dough they had brought from Egypt, they baked cakes of unleavened bread. The dough was without yeast because they
had been driven out of Egypt and did not have time to prepare food for themselves.

40 Now the length of time the Israelite people lived in Egypt was 430 years. 41 At the end of the 430 years, to the very day,
all the LORD’s divisions left Egypt. 42 Because the LORD kept vigil that night to bring them out of Egypt, on this night all
the Israelites are to keep vigil to honor the LORD for the generations to come.

43 The LORD said to Moses and Aaron, “These are the regulations for the Passover:

“No foreigner is to eat of it. 44 Any slave you have bought may eat of it after you have circumcised him, 45 but a temporary
resident and a hired worker may not eat of it.

46 “It must be eaten inside one house; take none of the meat outside the house. Do not break any of the bones. 47 The whole
community of Israel must celebrate it.

48 “An alien living among you who wants to celebrate the LORD’s Passover must have all the males in his household
circumcised; then he may take part like one born in the land. No uncircumcised male may eat of it. 49 The same law applies to
the native-born and to the alien living among you.”

50 All the Israelites did just what the LORD had commanded Moses and Aaron. 51 And on that very day the LORD brought
the Israelites out of Egypt by their divisions.

The New International Version

Matthew 26:17-30
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17 On the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread, the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Where do you want us to make
preparations for you to eat the Passover?”

18 He replied, “Go into the city to a certain man and tell him, “The Teacher says: My appointed time is near. | am going to
celebrate the Passover with my disciples at your house.”” 19 So the disciples did as Jesus had directed them and prepared the
Passover.

20 When evening came, Jesus was reclining at the table with the Twelve. 21 And while they were eating, he said, “I tell you
the truth, one of you will betray me.”

22 They were very sad and began to say to him one after the other, “Surely not I, Lord?”

23 Jesus replied, “The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me will betray me. 24 The Son of Man will go just as it
is written about him. But woe to that man who betrays the Son of Man! It would be better for him if he had not been born.”
25 Then Judas, the one who would betray him, said, “Surely not I, Rabbi?”

Jesus answered, “Yes, it is you.”

26 While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this
is my body.”

27 Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you. 28 This is my blood of the
covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 29 | tell you, | will not drink of this fruit of the vine from
now on until that day when I drink it anew with you in my Father’s kingdom.”

30 When they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.

Mark 14:12-26

12 On the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread, when it was customary to sacrifice the Passover lamb, Jesus’ disciples
asked him, “Where do you want us to go and make preparations for you to eat the Passover?”

13 So he sent two of his disciples, telling them, “Go into the city, and a man carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him.
14 Say to the owner of the house he enters, ‘“The Teacher asks: Where is my guest room, where | may eat the Passover with
my disciples?’ 15 He will show you a large upper room, furnished and ready. Make preparations for us there.”

16 The disciples left, went into the city and found things just as Jesus had told them. So they prepared the Passover.

17 When evening came, Jesus arrived with the Twelve. 18 While they were reclining at the table eating, he said, “I tell you the
truth, one of you will betray me—one who is eating with me.”

19 They were saddened, and one by one they said to him, “Surely not 1?”

20 “It is one of the Twelve,” he replied, “one who dips bread into the bowl with me. 21 The Son of Man will go just as it is
written about him. But woe to that man who betrays the Son of Man! It would be better for him if he had not been born.”

22 While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take it; this is my
body.”

23 Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them, and they all drank from it.

24 “This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many,” he said to them. 25 “I tell you the truth, | will not drink
again of the fruit of the vine until that day when | drink it anew in the kingdom of God.”

26 When they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.

The New International Version
Luke 22:1-20

1 Now the Feast of Unleavened Bread, called the Passover, was approaching, 2 and the chief priests and the teachers of the
law were looking for some way to get rid of Jesus, for they were afraid of the people. 3 Then Satan entered Judas, called
Iscariot, one of the Twelve. 4 And Judas went to the chief priests and the officers of the temple guard and discussed with them
how he might betray Jesus. 5 They were delighted and agreed to give him money. 6 He consented, and watched for an
opportunity to hand Jesus over to them when no crowd was present.

7 Then came the day of Unleavened Bread on which the Passover lamb had to be sacrificed. 8 Jesus sent Peter and John,
saying, “Go and make preparations for us to eat the Passover.”

9 “Where do you want us to prepare for it?” they asked.

10 He replied, “As you enter the city, a man carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him to the house that he enters, 11
and say to the owner of the house, ‘The Teacher asks: Where is the guest room, where | may eat the Passover with my
disciples?” 12 He will show you a large upper room, all furnished. Make preparations there.”

13 They left and found things just as Jesus had told them. So they prepared the Passover.

14 When the hour came, Jesus and his apostles reclined at the table. 15 And he said to them, “I have eagerly desired to eat this
Passover with you before | suffer. 16 For I tell you, | will not eat it again until it finds fulfillment in the kingdom of God.”

17 After taking the cup, he gave thanks and said, “Take this and divide it among you. 18 For I tell you I will not drink again of
the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.”
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19 And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body given for you; do this in
remembrance of me.”

20 In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out
for you.

The New International Version

John 8:34
34 Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, everyone who sins is a slave to sin.
The New International Version

1 John 3:4
4 Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is lawlessness.
The New International Version

1 Corinthians 5:7
7 Get rid of the old yeast that you may be a new batch without yeast—as you really are. For Christ, our Passover lamb, has
been sacrificed.

1CO 11:23 For I received from the Lord what | also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took
bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of
me.” 25 In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever
you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death
until he comes. 27 Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of
sinning against the body and blood of the Lord. 28 A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of
the cup. 29 For anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on himself. 30
That is why many among you are weak and sick, and a number of you have fallen asleep. 31 But if we judged ourselves, we
would not come under judgment. 32 When we are judged by the Lord, we are being disciplined so that we will not be
condemned with the world. 33 So then, my brothers, when you come together to eat, wait for each other. 34 If anyone is
hungry, he should eat at home, so that when you meet together it may not result in judgment. And when | come | will give
further directions.



